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(54) Method and apparatus for per connection queuing of multicast transmissions 



(57) A method and apparatus for per connection 
queuing of multicast transmissions. The method begins 
by receiving a cell associated with a multicast transmis- 
sion. A multicast transmission typically includes a single 
ingress connection and a plurality of egress connec- 
tions. The processing then continues by queuing the cell 
in a next available ceil buffer of a root queue that is as- 
sociated with the multicast transmission. Next, a deter- 
mination is made as to whether a predetermined 
number of leaf queues (i.e., queues associated with 
egress queue identifiers) associated with the multicast 
transmission are empty when the queuing of the cell 
commences. Each of a plurality of leaf queues is asso- 
ciated with a corresponding one of the egress connec- 



tions of the multicast transmission. A leaf queue will be 
empty when the corresponding egress connection has 
transported all of the data cells contained within the root 
queue associated with the multicast transmission. 
When the queuing of the cell commences, the identity 
of any empty leaf queues will be included in a segment 
queue. The processing continues by either appending 
the identities of the leaf queues in the segment queue 
to an update queue as a segment, or by updating the 
head pointers of the empty leaf queues (activating the 
empty leaf queues) while the cell is being received and 
enqueued in the root queue. The update queue then al- 
lows the empty leaf queues in the segment to be acti- 
vated after the cell has been enqueued. 



CD 

CO 

o> 



Q. 
LU 



VD 


VS 


VS 


vn 



communication 
network 16 



VD 


VS 


VS 


VD 


switch 34 


VD 


VS 


VS 


VD 



1° 
FIG. 1 



J destination 1 

1. 17 ...J 



destination 
18 



I destination 
20 



J destination! 

1 . 2 L_I 

J destination I 



destination 
26 



J destination I 



Printed by Joove. 75001 PARJS (FR) 



EP 1 119 136 



Page 2 of 28 




1 EP 1119 136 A2 2 



present invention; 

Figure 2 illustrates a schematic block diagram of a 
queue management module in accordance with the 
5 present invention; 

Figure 3 illustrates a graphical representation of en- 
queuing cells in accordance with the present inven- 
tion; 

10 

Figure 4 illustrates a graphical representation of 
queue management for a data burst in accordance 
with the present invention; 

15 Figure 5 illustrates a graphical representation of fur- 
ther queue management for a data burst In accord- 
ance with the present invention; 

Figure 6 illustrates a graphical representation of 
20 queue management for a new data burst in accord- 
ance with the present invention; 

Figure 7 illustrates a graphical representation of 
queue management between data bursts in accord- 
25 ance with the present invention; 

Figure 8 illustrates a graphical representation of 
queue management at the beginning of a subse- 
quent data burst in accordance with the present in- 
30 vention; 

Figure 9 illustrates a graphical representation a 
subsequent step in the queue management at the 
beginning of the subsequent data burst in accord- 
35 ance with the present invention; 

Figure 10 illustrates a graphical representation of 
another subsequent step in the queue management 
at the beginning of the subsequent data burst in ac- 
40 cordance with the present invention; 

Figure 11 illustrates a flow diagram of a method for 
per connection queuing of multicast transmissions 
in accordance with the present invention; 

45 

Figure 12 illustrates a flow diagram of an alternate 
method for per connection queuing of multicast 
transmissions in accordance with the present in- 
vention; and 

50 

Figure 13 illustrates flow diagram of a method for 
adding or deleting an egress connection of a multi- 
cast transmission in accordance with the present in- 
vention. 

55 

Detailed Description 



Description 

Technical Field of the Invention 

[0001] This invention relates generally to communica- 
tion networks and more particularly to per connection 
queuing of multicast transmissions within such commu- 
nication systems. 

Background of the Invention 

[0002] Communication networks are known to include 
a plurality of switches that transport user data (e.g., 
voice, video, text, etc.) between calling parties and 
called parties. The user data may be transported using 
any one of a plurality of standardized data transport pro- 
tocols. Such transport protocols include frame relay 
(FR), asynchronous transfer mode (ATM), internet pro- 
tocol (IP), etc. In addition, the switches transport system 
data that contains information regarding the connec- 
tions currently being supported by the network. For ex- 
ample, the system data may include multicast transmis- 
sion information. 

[0003] Multicast transmissions provide the same data 
to a plurality of destinations. To properly process multi- 
cast transmissions, a queuing scheme, such as that dis- 
closed in U.S. Patent Number 5,528,588 issued to Ben- 
nett (the "Bennett Patent"), may be employed. In gen- 
eral, the Bennett Patent teaches a linked list queuing 
scheme for spatial multicast transmissions in an ATM 
network. Spatial multicast transmissions provide data 
from an originating party to a plurality of destination par- 
ties via a plurality of physical paths (e.g., line cards, or 
a plurality of ports included in a line card). The linked list 
stores incoming cells of a connection that are read out 
for each port using separate read pointers. Once a cell 
has been provided to each port, it is removed from the 
linked list. 

[0004] While the Bennett Patent teaches a linked list 
queuing scheme for ATM multicast transmissions, it 
does not address processing issues that arise due to 
data bursts that are typical in ATM networks. Such is- 
sues include updating read and stop pointers for each 
queue as new data bursts are received, processing log- 
ical multicast transmissions, and subsequent dequeue 
scheduling. If such issues are not property addressed, 
data will be lost, corrupting the transmission. 
[0005] Therefore, a need exists for a method and ap- 
paratus that processes multicast transmissions, up- 
dates queuing pointers for each destination, and en- 
sures proper dequeuing of received data bursts. 

Brief Description of the Drawings 

[0006] 

Figure 1 illustrates a schematic block diagram of a 
communication system in accordance with the 



[0007] Generally, the present invention provides a 
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method and apparatus for per connection queuing of 
multicast transmissions. Such processing begins by re- 
ceiving a cell associated with a multicast transmission. 
A multicast transmission typically includes a single in- 
gress connection and a plurality of egress connections. 
The processing then continues by queuing the cell In a 
next available cell buffer of a root queue that is associ- 
ated with the multicast transmission. Next, a determina- 
tion is made as to whether a predetermined number of 
leaf queues (i.e., queues associated with egress queue, 
identifiers) associated with the multicast transmission 
are empty when the queuing of the cell commences. 
Each of a plurality of leaf queues is associated with a 
corresponding one of the egress connections of the mul- 
ticast transmission. A leaf queue will be empty when the 
corresponding egress connection has transported all of 
the data cells contained within the root queue associat- 
ed with the multicast transmission. When the queuing 
of the cell commences, the identity of any empty leaf 
queues will be included in a segment queue. The 
processing continues by either appending the identities 
of the leaf queues in the segment queue to an update 
queue as a segment, or by updating the head pointers 
of the empty leaf queues (activating the empty leaf 
queues) while the cell is being received and enqueued 
in the root queue. The update queue then allows the 
empty leaf queues in the segment to be activated after 
the cell has been enqueued. With such a method and 
apparatus, logical multicast transmissions may be proc- 
essed, the update queue can be updated during data 
bursts, and the dequeuing of cells from a root queue is 
performed without loss of data. 
[0008] The present invention can be more fully de- 
scribed with reference to Figures 1-13. Figure 1 illus- 
trates a schematic block diagram of a communication 
system 10 that includes a plurality of sources 12 and 14, 
a communication network 16, and a plurality of destina- 
tions 17-28. The sources 12 and 14 may be end user 
devices such as telephones, video conferencing equip- 
ment, personal computers, fax machines, and/or devic- 
es that transmit and receive information via the commu- 
nication network 16. In other cases, the sources 12 and 
14 may be end point switching equipment, such as a 
private branch exchange switch (PBX), a local switch, 
a server, etc. Similarly, the destinations 17-28 may be 
end user devices and/or end point switching equipment. 
[0009] The communication network 1 6, which may in- 
clude the public switch telephone network (PSTN), the 
internet, wireless communication systems, local area 
networks, and/or wide area networks, includes a plural- 
ity of switches 30-36. Switches 30-34 include virtual 
source/virtual destination functionality such that each of 
these switches may function as a source and/or desti- 
nation. Such switches 30-34 may be similar to the 361 70 
switch manufactured by Newbridge Networks Corpora- 
tion of Ottawa, Canada. Switch 36 may be a switching 
device that lacks virtual source/virtual destination func- 
tionality. The switches 30-36 may be found in ATM 



switching networks, frame relay switching networks, 
and/or internet protocol switching networks. Regardless 
of the type of switch 30-36, each of the switches includes 
a queue management module 40 (discussed below with 
5 reference to Figure 2 through 13) for processing multi- 
cast transmissions on a per connection basis. 
[001 0] Multicast transmissions may be done spatially 
or logically. Spatial multicast transmissions provide data 
from an originating party to a plurality of destination par- 
ties via a plurality of physical paths (e.g., line cards). In 
such systems, one physical path (line card) is used for 
each destination party. Spatial multicast transmissions 
may also be provided by a single line card that includes 
a plurality of ports where each port is associated with a 
destination. Logical multicast transmissions provide the 
data from the originating party to the destination parties 
via a common physical path (a single port or line card) 
that transmits the same data at different times to the 
destination parties. Thus, a single port may support a 
plurality of virtual connections, where each of the plural- 
ity of virtual connections provides a path to a destination. 
[0011] As is shown, source 12 is involved in a multi- 
cast transmission with destinations 17-22. The illustra- 
tive communication path includes switches 30-34. The 
source 12 provides cells to switch 30, which in turn pro- 
vides cells to switches 32 and 34. With regard to the cell 
traffic illustrated, the switch 30 is considered to be down- 
stream from the source 12 and upstream from the 
switches 32 and 34. Because the switch 30 delivers the 
cells to both of the switches 32 and 34, the virtual source 
of the switch 30 that communicates with the switches 
32 and 34 processes ceils as a multicast transmission. 
[0012] The switch 32 and the switch 34 are operably 
coupled to destinations 17 and 18 and destinations 20 
and 22, respectively. As such, each of the switches 32 
and 34 function to provide the per connection queuing 
of the multicast transmission as it is delivered to each 
of the respective destinations 1 7-22. 
[0013] The source 14 is operably coupled to the 
switch 36, and the switch 36 is operably coupled to des- 
tinations 24-28. Therefore, the switch 36 processes the 
per connection queuing for the destinations 24-28. As 
one of average skill in the art appreciates, each of the 
switches 30-36 can support multiple communications, 
or virtual connections. For example, a switch may in- 
clude one or more line cards, where a line card can sup- 
port a plurality of connections. In addition, each of the 
line cards can support a plurality of destinations for a 
given multicast transmission. 
[0014] Figure 2 illustrates a schematic block diagram 
of a queue management module 40. The queue man- 
agement module 40 includes a processing module 42; 
memory 44; an update queue 45; a plurality of root 
queues 48, 58, and 72; a plurality of free lists 46, 57, 
and 70; a plurality of leaf queues 50, 52, 54, 60, 62, 64, 
66, 74, and 76; and a plurality of segment queues 56, 
68, and 78. The free lists, root queues, segment queues, 
update queue, and leaf queues may be in separate 
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memory devices, they may be grouped in one or more 
memory devices, or they may be included in the memory 
44 if the memory 44 allows for read and write memory 
accesses. 

[0015] The processing module 42 may be a single 
processing entity or a plurality of processing entities. 
Such a processing entity may be a microprocessor, mi- 
crocomputer, microcontroller, digital signal processor, 
central processing unit, state machine, logic circuitry, 
and/or any device that manipulates digital information 
based on operational instructions. The memory 44 may 
be a single memory device or a plurality of memory de- 
vices. Such a memory device may be a read only mem- 
ory, random access memory, floppy disk memory, mag- 
netic tape memory, hard drive memory, system memory, 
CD ROM, DVD memory, and/or any device that stores 
digital information. If any of the queues or lists are to be 
included in the memory 44, the memory 44 is a memory 
structure that supports read and write operations, such 
as random access memory. Note that when the process- 
ing module 42 implements one or more of its functions 
via a state machine or logic circuitry, the memory con- 
taining the corresponding operational instructions is em- 
bedded in the circuitry of the state machine and/or the 
logic circuitry. 

[0016] The memory 44 stores operational instructions 
that, when executed by the processing module 42, 
cause the processing module to perform the functions 
required to provide per connection queuing of multicast 
transmissions. The functions that are performed based 
on the operational instructions stored in memory 44 are 
discussed in greater detail below. 
[0017] The queue management module 40 of Figure 
2 is shown to be currently supporting N multicast trans- 
missions and includes a free list, a root queue, a seg- 
ment queue, and a plurality of leaf queues for each of 
the multicast transmissions. As shown, the first multi- 
cast transmission includes a single ingress connection 
and three egress connections. Preferably, the multicast 
transmission is a logical multicast transmission such 
that the egress connections, which may be virtual con- 
nections, are maintained within a single port of a line 
card within the switch supporting the multicast transmis- 
sion. In order to support the first multicast transmission, 
the queue management module 40 includes a root 
queue 48, a free list 46, a segment queue 56, and three 
leaf queues 50-54 that correspond to the three egress 
connections. 

[0018] The root queue 48 stores incoming cells re- 
ceived via the ingress connection while the leaf queues 
50-54 are utilized to identify the cells that are, or will be, 
copied from the root queue 48 and transported via each 
of the egress connections. In one example, the leaf 
queue 50 is associated with the top egress connection. 
As the top egress connection point to the next cell in the 
root queue 48 to be transported. The same occurs for 
each of the other egress connections and their corre- 
sponding leaf queues. 



[0019] The second multicast transmission includes a 
single ingress connection and four egress connections. 
As such, the queue management module 40 includes a 
free list 57, a root queue 58, four leaf queues 60- 66, 

5 and a segment queue 68 in support of the second mul- 
ticast transmission. The N" 1 multicast transmission in- 
cludes a single ingress connection and two egress con- 
nections. As such, the queue management module 40 
includes a free list 70, a root queue 72, a pair of leaf 

10 queues 74 and 76, and a segment queue 78. The queue 
management module 40 utilizes the queues associated 
with each multicast transmission in a similar manner as 
briefly discussed above with respect to the first multicast 
transmission and as will be described in greater detail 

15 below. As one of ordinary skill in the art appreciates, 
each line card within a switch may include one or more 
queue management modules 40 or the switch may in- 
clude a single queue management module 40 that sup- 
ports a plurality of line cards. 

20 [0020] Figures 3-10 illustrate graphical representa- 
tions of the functionality of the queue management mod- 
ule 40 as it processes the first multicast transmission. 
Figure 3 illustrates the root queue 48 and the free list 46 
at a given moment in time. As shown, the root queue 

25 48, which is preferably a linked list structure, includes 
three cells, A, B, and C that are linked together via next 
ceil pointers (nxtclptr) associated with each cell buffer 
of the root queue 48. As shown, cell A has a next cell 
pointer of B, cell B has a next cell pointer of C, and cell 

30 c has an undetermined next cell pointer indicating that 
cell C is the last entry in the root queue. The free list 46 
includes a linked list of available cell buffers that may 
be utilized by the root queue for enqueuing new data 
cells. As shown, the free list 46 includes three available 

35 entries D, E, and F, each having a next cell pointer value. 
The root queue 48 and the free list 46 each include con- 
text information. For example, the root queue context 
information includes a queue depth, (e.g. 3), a queue 
head pointer (e.g. A), and a queue tail pointer (e.g. C), 

40 and the free list context Information Includes a queue 
depth (e.g., 3), a queue head pointer (e.g., D), and a 
queue tail pointer (e.g., F). 

[0021] To enqueue a cell into the root queue 48, the 
root queue 48 takes the next available cell buffer from 

45 the free list 46. As shown in Figure 4, the root queue 48 
adds to the end of its linked list the cell buffer taken from 
the free list 46. In this illustration, the cell buffer is D. 
The root queue 48 and free list 46 are adjusted to include 
the newly added cell. In particular for the root queue 48, 

50 the next cell pointer of cell C is updated to point to cell 
D, and the context information is updated to reflect a 
queue depth of 4, a queue head pointer of A, and a 
queue tail pointer of D. Similarly, the free list 46 is up- 
dated to remove the information pertaining to cell D such 

55 that its use is reflected. As such, the context information 
for the free list 46 is adjusted to have a queue depth of 
2, a queue head pointer of E, and a queue tail pointer 
ofF. 
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[0022] Figure 4 Illustrates, for a given moment in time, 
the transmission of cells via the egress connections for 
the first multicast transmission. As shown, the cells 82, 
which include cells A, B, C and D, are received via the 
ingress connection and enqueued in the root queue as 
discussed above. At the point in time illustrated, some 
of the egress connections have transported data ceils. 
For instance, the top egress connection has not trans- 
ported any data cells, the middle egress connection has 
transported data cells A and B, and the bottom egress 
connection has transported data cell A. As previously 
described, each egress connection has a corresponding 
leaf queue. The leaf queues store leaf queue head point- 
er information and a leaf queue empty indication. The 
head pointer indicates the next cell to be copied, or re- 
trieved, from the root queue 48 and transported via the 
corresponding egress connection. In this illustration, 
leaf queue 50 corresponds to the top egress connection, 
leaf queue 52 corresponds to the middle egress con- 
nection, and leaf queue 54 corresponds to the bottom 
egress connection. 

[0023] As shown, the middle egress connection has 
transported cells A and B. As such, the. head pointer of 
leaf queue has been updated to point to cell C, which is 
the next data cell in the root queue to be transported via 
this egress connection. The bottom egress connection 
has transmitted cell A. As such the corresponding leaf 
queue 54 includes the leaf head pointer pointing to cell 
B. Since there are data cells remaining in the root queue, 
which is readily determined by comparing the leaf head 
pointer for each leaf queue with the root queue tail point- 
er, the leaf queue empty indications of the leaf queues 
50-54 are not set. Note that the leaf queue empty indi- 
cation will be set when the corresponding egress con- 
nection has transported all of the cells contained in the 
root queue, which is determined when the leaf queue 
head pointer matches the root queue tail pointer follow- 
ing dequeuing (transmission over the egress connection 
corresponding to the leaf queue) of the cell identified by 
both the leaf queue head pointer and the root queue tail 
pointer. It should also be noted that the leaf queue head 
pointer will match the root queue tail pointer when there 
is one ceil left to be transmitted, and the empty indicator 
in each leaf queue is used to indicate that transmission 
of the last cell in the root queue has been accomplished. 
[0024] The root queue 48 includes additional informa- 
tion for each cell buffer 80, such as a copy count that 
indicates how many times the corresponding cell is to 
be copied for transporting via the plurality of egress con- 
nections. As shown in this example, the initial copy 
count is equal to the number of egress connections, 
which is 3. As also shown, cell A has been transmitted 
twice, and, as such, the corresponding copy count has 
been decremented by 2. Cell B has been transmitted via 
the center egress connection and, as such, the corre- 
sponding copy count for cell B has been reduced by 1. 
Cells C and D have not yet been transmitted via any of 
the egress connections, and their corresponding copy 



counts remain at 3. Note that the egress connections 
may be logically multicast egress connections in which 
a single line card or port is used to transport data to a 
plurality of destinations, where each destination corre- 
5 sponds to one of the egress connections. Further note 
that the egress connections may be spatially multicast 
connections such that each egress connection utilizes 
a separate line card or port 

[0025] Figure 4 also illustrates a graphic representa- 

10 tion of the segment queue 56. The segment queue 56 
stores the identity of leaf queues that are empty, i.e. 
have their corresponding leaf queue empty indication 
set. In this example, none of the leaf queues are empty, 
and therefore the segment queue 56 is empty. Further 

15 note that the segment queue 56 includes context infor- 
mation that includes a queue head pointer and a queue 
tail pointer. In addition, the segment queue context in- 
formation may include a queue depth parameter. 
[0026] Figure 5 illustrates a graphical representation 

20 of the first multicast transmission at a subsequent time 
interval to that illustrated in Figure 4. In this illustration, 
the center egress connection has transmitted ail four of 
the cells stored in the root queue 48, the top egress con- 
nection has transmitted cell A, and the bottom egress 

25 connection has transmitted cells A, B, and C. As such, 
the corresponding leaf queues have been updated ac- 
cordingly. In particular, the leaf queue 50, which corre- 
sponds to the top egress connection, has the leaf queue 
head pointer updated to B, which is the next data cell to 

30 be transported via this egress connection. Since this 
particular egress connection has not transported all of 
the cells contained in root queue 48, the leaf queue emp- 
ty indicator is not set. The leaf queue 52, which corre- 
sponds to the center egress connection, has an uniden- 

35 titled leaf queue head pointer, and, as such, has the leaf 
queue empty indication set. By setting the leaf queue 
empty indication, the queue management module 40 
uses this information to remove the corresponding 
egress connection from a transport process (i.e., the 

*o transporting of the data cells contained in the root queue 
48 to active egress connections). In addition, the leaf 
queue 52 is identified within segment queue 56 as being 
empty. Note that by removing egress connections that 
have transported all of the data cells currently contained 

45 in the root queue 48, processing resources are con- 
served as the scheduling entity that tracks bandwidth 
grants to egress connections does not have to manage 
removed egress connections. The specific operation of 
the scheduling entity is outside the general scope of the 

50 discussion provided herein. 

[0027] The leaf queue 54, which corresponds to the 
bottom egress connection, has been updated to indicate 
that the next data cell to transmit is cell D. Since all of 
the egress connections have transmitted cell A, the cor- 

55 responding copy count of cell A is 0. When the copy 
count of a cell buffer within the root queue 48 is reduced 
to a terminal count value, which is assumed to be zero 
in the examples illustrated, the cell buffer is transferred 
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to the free list 46. The newly available cell buffer is add- 
ed to the tail end of the free list 46. As shown, the cor- 
responding context information of the root queue 46 and 
the free list 46 has been updated to reflect these chang- 
es. In addition, the copy count information for each of 
the cells contained within the root queue 48 has been 
updated to indicate the number of egress connections 
that still need to transport each of the corresponding 
cells. 

[0028] Figure 6 illustrates a subsequent time interval 
to that of Figure 5 in which new ceils E and F have been 
received before any further cells in the root queue 48 
have been transported via the egress connections. At 
this point, the new cells E and F have been added to the 
root queue 48 at the tail end of the linked list. The copy 
count values of the new cells are set to correspond to 
the number of egress connections (e.g., the fan out) for 
the multicast transmission. In addition, the context infor- 
mation for the root queue has been updated. In partic- 
ular, the queue depth is now 5, the queue head pointer 
is B, and the queue tail pointer is F. The free list 46 has 
also been updated to reflect that cell buffers have been 
removed for use. 

[0029] As a result of receiving the burst of data, which 
includes new cells E and F, the leaf queue 52 needs to 
be activated such that the queue management module 
40 will again include it in the transport process. The 
queue management module 40 activates the leaf queue 
52 upon: (1) detecting an addition to the root queue 48 
(i.e., a change in the tail pointer); and (2) detecting that 
the leaf queue empty indication of the corresponding 
leaf queue is set. When these conditions exist, the 
queue management module activates the leaf queue 52 
by clearing the leaf queue empty indication and updating 
the leaf queue head pointer to point to the cell buffer 
identity of the first newly received ceil. 
[0030] Note that the queue management module 40 
may activate leaf queues while the new cell(s) is/are be- 
ing added to the root queue 46, or at a subsequent time. 
Assuming that it takes a predetermined enqueuing time 
period to store a cell in the root queue 48, the queue 
management module 40 may activate a predetermined 
number of leaf queues during that predetermined en- 
queuing time period. The number of leaf queues that 
may be activated during the predetermined enqueuing 
time period is based on the processing speed of the 
queue management module 40. For example, the 
queue management module may be capable of activat- 
ing only one leaf queue while a ceil is being stored in 
the root queue. Conversely, if a cell is not being stored 
in the root queue, the queue management module may 
be capable of activating more leaf queues in the same 
amount of time. As one of average skill in the art appre- 
ciates, the number of leaf queue activations in a given 
time interval may increase as the processing speed of 
the queue management module increases. Activation of 
the leaf queues is discussed in additional detail below. 
[0031] Figure 7 illustrates a subsequent time interval 



to that of Figure 6 where no new cells have been re- 
ceived, and where all of the cells previously stored in 
the root queue 48 have been transported via each of the 
egress connections. In this illustration, the root queue 

5 48 is empty, the segment queue 56 includes the identity 
of each of the leaf queues 50, 52 and 54, and the free 
list 46 is full. The corresponding context information for 
the root queue 48, the segment 56, and the free list 46 
has been updated accordingly. 

w [0032] The update queue 44 is used to control activa- 
tion of empty leaf queues. When a new cell is received 
in the root queue 48, the contents of the segment queue 
56, which contains the empty leaf queues 50-64 corre- 
sponding to the root queue 48, is appended as a seg- 

15 ment to the update queue 44 such that these leaf 
queues will be activated. The segment Is not appended 
to the update queue 44 until the new cell is in the root 
queue 48, as premature inclusion of the segment in the 
update queue 44 may prevent the leaf queues of anoth- 

20 er transmissions from being activated in a timely man- 
ner. This is because the leaf queues in the segment can- 
not be activated until the new cell is in the root queue 
48. In the example illustrated in Figure 7, the update 
queue 44 currently stores a segment associated with the 

25 second multicast transmission. This is because new 
cells have been received for transmission in the second 
multicast transmission, thus requiring the activation of 
the leaf queues 60 and 62. 

[0033] Figure 8 illustrates a subsequent time interval 
30 to that of Figure 7 in which a new cell G has been re- 
ceived for transmission. Note that the cell buffer previ- 
ously labeled A has been retrieved from the free list 46 
and used to store the data associated with cell G. For 
clarity of explanation, the cell buffer is labeled G for the 
35 remainder of the discussion. However, it should be rec- 
ognized that the same cell buffers are reused to store 
incoming data cells. 

[0034] Upon arrival of the cell G, which may be part 
of a data burst that includes a plurality of cells, the seg- 
ment 57 is transferred from the segment queue 56 to 
the update queue 44. A segment start bit 84 correspond- 
ing to the leaf queue 50 (LQ50) portion of the segment 
57 is set to indicate the start of the segment 57. A leaf 
head pointer for the leaf queue 50 in the update queue 

45 that points to the cell G in the root queue 48 is also in- 
cluded such that when the leaf queues in the segment 
are activated, the head pointers for the leaf queues will 
point to the first cell that needs to be transmitted from 
the root queue. Assuming that both queues are stoic- 

so tured as linked lists, the segment can be appended to 
the update queue by simply manipulating the pointers 
associated with the queues. As can be seen the context 
information of segment queue 56 and the update queue 
57 is updated to reflect the movement of the segment 

55 57 to the update queue 44. As briefly discussed earlier, 
in some embodiments the segment 57 may not be ap- 
pended to the update queue 44 if the number of leaf 
queues in the segment queue 56 is small enough that 
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the leaf queues can be activated while a newly received 
cell (which triggers the activation) is being enqueued in 
the root queue 46. In such cases, the leaf queues may 
be activated without the use of the update queue. Note 
that in other embodiments, some of the empty leaf 5 
queues included in the segment queue may be activated 
during receipt of the new cell G. In such an embodiment, 
the identities of these leaf queues that are activated 
without the need for the update queue 44 would be re- 
moved from the segment 57 prior to appending it to the 10 
update queue 44. 

[0035] The first leaf queue in the segment 57, or the 
segment head, has a segment start indication (bit) 84 
that is set. The segment start indication 84 allows the 
queue management module to identify the beginning of f 5 
a segment within the update queue 44. In the illustration 
of Figure 8, the update queue 44 includes the three leaf 
queues from the first multicast transmission and the 
identity of two leaf queues from the second multicast 
transmission that have been appended to the update 20 
queue 44 prior to the addition of the segment 57. As 
such, the update queue 44 contains two segments, one 
for the first multicast transmission and one for the sec- 
ond multicast transmission. The update queue 44 is ar- 
ranged as a linked list and is accessed on an entry-by- 25 
entry basis for a corresponding segment. For example, 
when the segment 57 reaches the front of the update 
queue 44, the three leaf queues are processed sequen- 
tially, i.e. in a linked list dequeuing matter where each 
entry in the linked list is processed sequentially. Prefer- 30 
ably, leaf queues are added to the segment queue 56 in 
the order that they become empty, and segments are 
included in the update queue 44 in the order that new 
cells are added to their corresponding root queues. This 
controls prioritization with respect to leaf queue activa- 35 
tion. 

[0036] Figure 9 illustrates a subsequent time interval 
to that of Figure 8 where the leaf queues 50-54 have 
been activated. Because the leaf queues 50-54 have 
been activated, they have been removed from the up- <o 
date queue 44 and each of the leaf queue empty indi- 
cations has been cleared. The leaf head pointer for each 
of the leaf queues 50-54 has been updated to point to 
the cell G in the root queue. This may be accomplished 
by copying the leaf queue head pointer for the first leaf *5 
queue as included in the segment to the leaf queue head 
pointers for each of the leaf queues as they are activat- 
ed. 

[0037] Figure 10 illustrates a subsequent time interval 
to that of Figure 9 where additional celts included in the so 
new burst of data 86 have been received for the first 
multicast transmission. The new burst of data 86 in- 
cludes cell G and the additional cells H, J, and K, which 
have been added to the root queue 48. The cells H-K 
are stored in cell buffers taken from the free list 46, and 55 
the cell buffers formerly labeled B-D are utilized to store 
these newly received cells. The corresponding context 
information, the linked list information (i.e., the next cell 



pointer), and copy count information for each cell in the 
root queue has been updated. The free list 46 has also 
been updated to reflect the use of the four cell buffers 
that now store cells H-K. 

[0038] As stated earlier, the queue management 
module 40 may utilize the update queue 44 to activate 
leaf queues 50-54. When a new cell is received and en- 
queued in the root queue 48, the leaf head pointer of the 
first leaf queue in the segment 57 is set to correspond 
to the tail pointer of the root queue, which points to the 
cell buffer storing the newty enqueued cell. In order to 
activate each of the leaf queues in the segment 57, the 
segment start bit is used to determine the location of the 
first leaf queue that includes a leaf head pointer corre- 
sponding to the newly received cell. Because this leaf 
head pointer is appropriate for any additional leaf 
queues stored in the segment 57, the leaf head pointer 
of the first leaf queue can be copied to the other leaf 
queues in the segment. The end of the segment 57 in 
the update queue is determined by either another seg- 
ment start bit indication or the end of the update queue 
44. By linking the Identity of the leaf queues in a segment 
57, a single logical queue record may be used to store 
the new leaf head pointer that corresponds to a newty 
enqueued cell which can then be used to update all sub- 
sequent leaf queues identified in the segment. As such, 
less processing is required to update the leaf head point- 
ers and request connection scheduling when a new data 
burst is received. 

[0039] In the example illustrated in Figures 8-10, the 
newly received cells G-K correspond to segment 57. As 
such, for each enqueuing of a new cell in the root queue 
48, the queue management, module will retrieve as 
many leaf queue identifiers from the update queue as it 
can activate during the cell enqueuing period. For ex- 
ample, if the queue management module is capable of 
processing a single leaf queue activation while simulta- 
neously enqueuing a new data cell, the queue manage- 
ment module wilt retrieve one leaf queue identifier from 
the update queue for each queuing of a new cell into the 
root queue. If the queue management module is capa- 
ble of activating three leaf queues during a queuing in- 
terval when a new cell is not being enqueued into the 
root queue, the queue management module would re- 
trieve the next three leaf queues from the update queue 
44. 

[0040] Figure 1 1 illustrates a flow diagram of a method 
for per connection queuing of multicast transmissions, 
where the multicast transmissions may be logical mul- 
ticast transmissions such that multiple destinations for 
the multicast transmissions are serviced via a single port 
within a switch. The process begins at step 100 where 
a cell that is associated with a multicast transmission is 
received. The process then proceeds to steps 102, 104 
and 106. At step 102, the cell is enqueued into a next 
available cell buffer of a root queue. The root queue is 
associated with the multicast transmission, and such an 
association provides the per connection queuing. At 
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step 104, a corresponding free list is updated when the 
cell is added to the root queue. Updating the free list 
includes removing a cell buffer entry from the free list, 
as that cell buffer entry is used to enqueue the received 
cell in the root queue. The context information for the 5 
free list is updated accordingly. At step 106, the context 
information of the root queue is updated as described 
earlier. 

[0041 ] The process then proceeds to step 1 08 where 
a determination is made as to whether a predetermined 
number of leaf queues are empty when the cell is en- 
queued into the root queue. The predetermined number 
is related to the number of leaf queues that can be ac- 
tivated while the newly received cell is being enqueued. 
Note that each egress connection of the multicast trans- 
mission has a corresponding leaf queue. Each leaf 
queue becomes empty when all of the cells in the root 
queue have been transported via the corresponding 
egress connection. 

[0042] If there are not a predetermined number of 
empty leaf queues (i.e. rf the number of empty leaf 
queues is less than or equal to the number of empty leaf 
queues than can be activated while the newly received 
cell is being enqueued), the process proceeds to step 
110. At step 110, the head pointers of the empty leaf 
queues, if any exist, are updated with a pointer corre- 
sponding to the cell buffer containing the newly received 
cell while the cell is being enqueued. Note that the con- 
text information of the leaf queues is also updated at this 
time. As described earlier, context information of the leaf 
queues includes a leaf queue head pointer and a leaf 
queue empty indicator. Note that there may be no empty 
leaf queues, and as such, there may be no need to up- 
date head pointers at step 110. 
[0043] If it is determined at step 108 that a predeter- 
mined number of leaf queues are empty when the cell 
is queued (i.e. if there are more leaf queues to be acti- 
vated than can be activated during the time period dur- 
ing which the newly received cell is being enqueued), 
the process proceeds to step 112. At step 112, the leaf 
head pointer of a first leaf queue in a segment queue 
(which stores empty leaf queues) is assigned to corre- 
spond to the cell buffer storing the newly enqueued cell. 
A segment start bit in the first leaf queue in the segment 
queue is also set at step 112, where the segment start 
bit allows the beginning of the segment to be deter- 
mined. 

[0044] At step 1 14, the identities of the leaf queues in 
the segment queue are added to an update queue (e.g. 
appended to the back of the update queue through 
pointer manipulation) as a segment, wherein the update 
queue is associated with a plurality of multicast trans- 
missions. Processing limitations of the queue manage- 
ment module then determine when the leaf queues in- 
cluded in the segment are activated. When a leaf queue 
is activated, its empty indication is cleared. The activa- 
tion Is accomplished by copying the leaf queue head 
pointer of the first leaf queue in the segment to the other 



leaf queues in the segment. As such, as they are acti- 
vated, the leaf head pointer of each formerly empty leaf 
queue will point to the cell buffer storing the newly re- 
ceived cell. The number of leaf queues that may be up- 
dated during a queuing interval varies depending on 
whether the queue management module is currently 
queuing a cell or not. If the module is not currently en- 
queuing a cell, where such a time interval may be re- 
ferred to as a root queue service vacancy interval, the 
queue management module may update more leaf 
queues than is possible while cell enqueuing' is taking 
place. 

[0045] At step 115 the cells are transported via the 
egress connections on an individual basis. Transmis- 
sion of the cells on each egress connection will occur 
based on a dequeuing methodology. Once a cell has 
been transported via one of the egress connections, a 
copy count of the cell within the root queue is decre- 
mented. In addition, the head pointer of the correspond- 
ing leaf queue is updated to point to the next cell in the 
root queue. Once the copy count of the cell within the 
root queue reaches a terminal count value (e.g. the cell 
has been transmitted on all of the appropriate egress 
connections), the cell Is dequeued from the root queue 
and the corresponding cell buffer is subsequently added 
to the free list. Note that the leaf head pointers of the 
leaf queues are individually updated when the corre- 
sponding egress connection transports a cell. 
[0046] Utilizing the segment queue to store leaf 
queues that have been dequeued (deactivated) greatly 
simplifies activation of these queues when a new cell is 
enqueued in the root queue, in the case where the seg- 
ment within the segment queue is large enough that all 
of the leaf queues within the segment cannot be activat- 
ed while the newly received cell is being enqueued, the 
segment is simply appended to the update queue, which 
is serviced as processing resources permit. Structuring 
the various queues in the system as linked lists allows 
for easy manipulation the data relating to the identity of 
cell buffers and queues. Pointer manipulations are all 
that Is required to append a segment to the update 
queue, which allows a large number of leaf queues to 
be activated in an efficient manner. 
[0047] Figure 1 2 illustrates a flow diagram of an alter- 
nate method for per connection queuing of multicast 
transmissions. The process begins at step 130 where 
cells are received via ingress connections of a plurality 
of multicast transmissions. The process then proceeds 
to step 132 where the cells are enqueued into corre- 
sponding root queues of a plurality of root queues. Note 
that a root queue corresponds to one of the plurality of 
multicast transmissions and the multicast transmissions 
may be structured as logical multicast transmissions 
such that a plurality of destinations are serviced via a 
single port within a line card. As a root queue is updated 
with a newly received cell, a corresponding free list is 
updated to reflect the usage of a cell buffer. 
[0048] When a selected cell of the received cells is 
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enqueued in a selected root queue corresponding to a 
selected transmission, the process proceeds to step 
134. Note that the selected cell is used for illustrative 
purposes, and may be any cell within the ceils received. 
At step 134, a determination is made as to whether a 
selected segment queue of a plurality of segment 
queues is non-empty. The segment queue corresponds 
to the selected multicast transmission. As described 
earlier, each segment queue stores the identity of empty 
leaf queues corresponding to a particular root queue. If 
the segment queue is empty, the process proceeds to 
step 136 where context information of the selected root 
queue in which the selected cell is enqueued is updated 
while the cell is being enqueued. If the segment is not 
empty, as determined at step 1 34, the process proceeds 
to step 138. 

[0049] At step 138, a determination is made as to 
whether the segment queue includes a predetermined 
number of leaf queues, where the predetermined 
number is related to how many leaf queues can be ac- 
tivated during a cell enqueuing. If there are not a prede- 
termined number of leaf queues in the segment queue, 
the process proceeds to step 140 where the empty leaf 
queues In the segment queue are activated while the 
selected cell is being enqueued in the selected root 
queue. The method then proceeds to step 136. 
[0050] If the segment queue includes at least the pre- 
determined number of leaf queues (i.e. more than could 
be activated while the received cell is being enqueued), 
the method proceeds to step 142. At step 142, the iden- 
tities of the leaf queues included in the segment queue 
are appended to an update queue as a segment. The 
update queue is a linked list, and may include a number 
of segments from number of multicast transmissions, 
and may also include multiple segments corresponding 
to the same multicast transmission. The process then 
proceeds to step 143 where the context information of 
the selected root queue is updated and then on to step 
144. At step 144, the empty leaf queues in the segment 
are activated as the segment is accessed in the update 
queue, which is performed as processing resources per- 
mit. The process then proceeds to step 146 where the 
cells are provided to the destinations via the egress con- 
nections. 

[0051] Figure 13 illustrates a flow diagram of a meth- 
od for adding an egress connection to or deleting an 
egress connection from a multicast transmission. The 
process begins at step 150 where a determination is 
made as to whether an egress connection is to be added 
to the multicast transmission. If so, the process pro- 
ceeds to step 152 where a determination is made as to 
whether the segment queue corresponding to the mul- 
ticast transmission is empty. If the segment queue is not 
empty, the process proceeds to step 154 where the 
identity of the leaf queue associated with the new egress 
connection is added to the segment queue. Note that a 
plurality of egress connections may be added by adding 
a linked list including all of the new leaf queue identifiers 



to the segment queue. The process then proceeds to 
step 1 56 where the fan out of the root queue is increased 
by the number of connections added. Thus, cells re- 
ceived after the fan out increase will include the updated 

s cell count reflecting the increased fan out. 

[0052] If, however, the segment queue for the partic- 
ular root queue to which the connection (s) is being add- 
ed is determined to be empty, the process proceeds 
from step 1 52 to step 1 58. At step 1 58 a segment is ac- 

10 tivated via an activation indicator. The activation indica- 
tor corresponds to setting a segment start bit in the seg- 
ment queue such that the beginning of the segment is 
recognizable. The process then proceeds to step 160 
where the identity of the leaf queue corresponding to the 

*5 new egress connection becomes the first entry of the 
segment queue. As stated earlier, multiple connections 
may be added by adding a linked list of the leaf queue 
identifiers for the new connections to the segment. In 
such an instance, only the first leaf queue identifier in 

20 the segment queue will include the segment start bit in- 
dication. When the segment is appended to the update 
queue for activation of the new connections, the start of 
segment identifier will be used to allow for the activation 
of the multiple leaf queues to be performed in an efficient 

25 manner. 

[0053] if an egress connection is to be deleted, or re- 
moved, from the multicast connection, the process pro- 
ceeds from step 162 to step 164. At step 164 a current 
tail pointer of the root queue is flagged. This allows for 

30 recognition of the end-point in terms of cell transmission 
for the connection being removed. The process then 
proceeds to step 166 where a determination is made as 
to whether the leaf queue is empty. In other words, it is 
determined whether or not the connection being deleted 

35 has completed transmission of all of the cells received 
before the indication to delete the connection was re- 
ceived. If yes, the process proceeds to step 168 where 
the egress connection is deleted. The process then pro- 
ceeds to step 170 where the fan out of the root queue 

to is decremented which will be reflected in the copy 
counts of cells received after the indication to delete the 
connection. 

[0054] If there are still cells to be transmitted by the 
connection being deleted, the process proceeds to step 

« 172 where a delete active bit or other indication is set. 
The process then proceeds to step 174 where the cur- 
rent root tail pointer is copied into a terminal cell buffer 
indicator, which may be part of the leaf queue context 
information. The cells in the root queue continue to be 

50 transported by the egress connection to be deleted until 
the terminal cell buffer indicator is reached, and the 
egress connection has dequeued the final cell as indi- 
cated by the terminal cell buffer indicator. This is illus- 
trated at step 176. Once the cell buffer indication is 

55 reached, the egress connection is deleted, and the fan 
out of the root queue is updated accordingly at steps 
168 and 170. As such, the cells that were enqueued pri- 
or to the notice that the egress connection was to be 
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deleted are provided to the egress connection before it 
is deleted. 

[0055] It should be noted that the methods and sys- 
tems described thus far with respect to multicast trans- 
missions involving a plurality of destinations are also ap- 
plicable to singlecast transmissions, which are multicast 
transmissions with a single destination. 
[0056] Another application for the methods and sys- 
tems described herein is in the establishment of Test Ac- 
cess Connections (TACs) on connections correspond- 
ing to multicast transmissions. TACs allow a multicast 
leaf to be added to any multicast connection such that 
the connection can be monitored. TACs enable a con- 
nection to be monitored at different points in the path 
from source end system to destination end system. Es- 
sentially, the TAC allows the multicast connection to be 
"tapped" and monitored by a Destination End System 
(DES). The DES, which may be a technical service cent- 
er of a network service provider, may use one or more 
TACs to detect and analyze transmission problems with- 
in the path of the transmission. Because the addition of 
a TAC to a multicast transmission is likely to have little 
effect on the performance characteristics of the multi- 
cast transmission, the transmission characteristics 
monitored by the TAC are likely to provide an accurate 
picture as to the performance of the other connections 
in the multicast transmission. When a TAC is no longer 
required for monitoring a connection, the leaf estab- 
lished for the TAC can simply be deleted. 
[0057] In one embodiment, the addition of a TAC can 
occur such that the egress connection of the TAC is sup- 
ported by the same line card as the rest of the connec- 
tions for the multicast transmission to which the TAC 
corresponds. In this embodiment, the TAC can be es- 
tablished In either in the ingress line card corresponding 
to the multicast transmission or in the egress line card 
that supports the egress connections of the multicast 
transmission. In other embodiments, the TAC may be 
implemented such that it utilizes a different line card that 
that which supports other connections of the multicast 
transmission to which the TAC corresponds. In these 
embodiments, the TAC will have to be implemented in 
the ingress line card of the multicast transmission such 
that the TAC can be routed through the switching fabric 
of the switch to the appropriate egress line card. 
[0058] As described in the specification and accom- 
panying claims, the term "cell" is used to include data 
packets that may be of a fixed or variable length. As 
such, the term "cell" would include fixed length cells 
such as ATM cells and packets of data that may be of 
variable length such as IP packets. 
[0059] The preceding discussion has presented a 
method and apparatus for per connection queuing of 
multicast transmissions wherein data may be received 
in bursts. By providing such a method and apparatus, 
logical multicast transmissions may be processed with- 
out loss of data and with minimal processing overhead. 
As one of average skill in the art appreciates, other em- 



bodiments may be readily derived from the preceding 
discussions that are within the scope of the claimed in- 
vention. 

Where technical features mentioned in any claim are fol- 
5 towed by reference signs, those reference signs have 
been included for the sole purpose of increasing the in- 
telligibility of the claims and accordingly, such reference 
signs do not have any limiting effect on the scope of 
each element identified by way of example by such ref- 
10 erence signs. 



Claims 

is 1 . A method for per connection queuing of multicast 
transmissions, comprising: 

receiving a cell associated with a multicast 
transmission; 

20 

queuing the cell in a next available cell buffer 
of a root queue that is associated with the mul- 
ticast transmission; 

25 determining whether a predetermined number 

of leaf queues associated with the multicast 
transmission are empty when the queuing of 
the cell commences; 

30 when there are at least the predetermined 

number of the leaf queues that are empty when 
the queuing of the cell commences, queuing 
the leaf queues that are empty into an update 
queue; and 

35 

updating at least some of the leaf queues that 
are empty with a head pointer corresponding to 
the cell in the root queue, wherein the updating 
is performed based on dequeuing of the leaf 
40 queues from the update queue subsequent to 

the queuing of the cell. 

2. The method of claim 1 f wherein queuing the leaf 
queues that are empty into the update queue further 

45 comprises appending a segment to the update 
queue, wherein the segment is generated in a seg- 
ment queue that stores identity of empty leaf 
queues, wherein the update queue is associated 
with a plurality of multicast transmissions. 

50 

3. The method of claim 1 further comprises, when 
there are less than the predetermined number of 
leaf queues that are empty when the queuing of the 
cell commences, updating the leaf queues that are 

55 empty further comprises updating the leaf queues 
that are empty during queuing of the cell. 

4. The method of claim 3, wherein updating a leaf 
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a plurality of multicast transmissions, compnsing: 

a) receiving cells via ingress connections of the 
plurality of multicast transmissions, wherein 

s each of the plurality of multicast transmissions 

includes an ingress connection and a plurality 
of egress connections; 

b) queuing the cells in a plurality of root queues, 
10 wherein each of the plurality of root queues is 

associated with a corresponding one of the plu- 
rality of multicast transmissions; 

c) when a selected cell of the cells is queued in 
is a selected root queue of the plurality of root 

queues corresponding to a selected multicast 
transmission of the plurality of multicast trans- 
missions, determining whether a selected seg- 
ment queue of a plurality of segment queues is 

20 non-empty, wherein each of the plurality of seg- 

ment queues is associated with a correspond- 
ing one of the plurality of multicast transmis- 
sions, wherein the selected segment queue 
corresponds to the selected multicast transmis- 

25 sion, wherein the selected segment queue 

stores indications of empty leaf queues corre- 
sponding to the selected multicast transmis- 
sion, wherein leaf queues corresponding to the 
selected multicast transmission control trans- 

30 mission of ceils on egress connections for the 

selected multicast transmission; and 

d) when the selected segment queue is non- 
empty, appending entries in the selected seg- 

35 ment queue to an update queue as a segment, 

wherein the update queue is used to activate 
the empty leaf queues, wherein activating the 
empty leaf queues includes updating a leaf 
head pointer in each of the empty leaf queues 

to to reflect presence of the selected cell in the 

selected root queue. 



queue further comprises updating leaf queue con- 
text information that includes a leaf head pointer 
and a leaf queue empty indicator. 

5. The method of claim 1 , wherein updating at least 
some of the leaf queues that are empty further com- 
prises updating leaf head pointers of the at least 
some of the leaf queues that are empty during a root 
queue service vacancy interval. 

6. The method of claim 1 , wherein queuing the cell in 
the next available cell buffer further comprises: 

retrieving the next available cell buffer from a 
free list, wherein the free list stores available 
cell buffers; and 

updating the free list to reflect usage of the next 
available cell buffer. 

7. The method of claim 1 , wherein queuing the cell in 
the next available cell buffer further comprises up- 
dating cell buffer context information that includes 
a next cell pointer and a copy count, wherein the 
copy count identifies a number of destinations that 
have yet to read the cell from a corresponding cell 
buffer of the root queue. 

8. The method of claim 7 further comprises: 

providing the cell from the root queue to an 
egress connection associated with a selected 
leaf queue of the leaf queues; 
decrementing the copy count; 
updating a head pointer of the selected leaf 
queue; and 

when the copy count reaches a terminal count 
value, dequeuing the cell buffer from the root 
queue. 

9. The method of claim 8, wherein updating the head 
pointer of the selected leaf queue further compris- 
es: 

determining if the head pointer of the selected 
leaf queue indicates, based on present state of 
the root queue, that the selected leaf queue is 
empty; and 

when the selected leaf queue is empty, adding 
identity of the selected leaf queue to the seg- 
ment queue. 

10. The method of claim 1 , wherein at least one of the 
leaf queues associated with the multicast transmis- 
sion supports a test access connection (TAC), 
wherein the test access connection provides cells 
to a destination end system (DES). 

11. A method for managing per connection queuing of 



12. The method of claim 11 further comprises: 

45 determining when a leaf queue of the plurality 

of leaf queues is empty; and 

when the leaf queue is empty, adding identify 
of the leaf queue to a corresponding one of the 
50 segment queues. 

13. The method of claim 11, wherein step (d) further 
comprises: 

55 determining if a number of empty leaf queues 

identified in the selected segment queue is less 
than a predetermined number; 
when the number of empty leaf queues identi- 
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fied in the selected segment queue is not less 
than the predetermined number, appending en- 
tries in the selected segment queue to the up- 
date queue as a segment; and 
when the number of empty leaf queues identi- s 
fied in the selected segment queue is less than 
the predetermined number, activating the emp- 
ty leaf queues as the selected cell is queued in 
the selected root queue. 

10 

14. The method of claim 11, wherein queuing the cells 
in the plurality of root queues further comprises for 
each cell: 

retrieving an available cell buffer from a free list, 15 
wherein each root queue of the plurality of root 
queues has a corresponding free list; 
storing the cell in the available cell buffer; and 
updating the free list to reflect usage of the 
available cell buffer. 20 

15. The method of claim 11 further comprises: 

providing the selected cell to one of the leaf 
queues corresponding to the selected multicast 25 
transmission; 

decrementing a copy count corresponding to 
the selected cell as stored in the selected root 
queue; 30 

updating the leaf head pointer of the one of the 
leaf queues corresponding to the selected mul- 
ticast transmission; and 

35 

when the copy count equals a terminal count: 

dequeuing the selected cell from the se- 
lected root queue; and 

updating a head pointer of the root queue. *o 

16. The method of claim 11 further comprises, when a 
new egress connection is added to the selected 
multicast transmission: 

45 

when the selected segment queue is non-emp- 
ty, appending identity of a leaf queue associat- 
ed with the new egress connection to the se- 
lected segment queue; 

50 

when the selected segment queue is empty, ac- 
tivating the selected segment queue via an ac- 
tive indicator and appending identity of a leaf 
queue associated with the new egress connec- 
tion to the selected segment queue; and 55 

incrementing fan out associated with the corre- 
sponding root queue. 



1 7. The method of claim 1 1 further comprises, when an 
egress connection of the plurality of egress connec- 
tions is being deleted from the selected multicast 
transmission: 

flagging a current tail pointer of the selected 
root queue; 

comparing the head pointer of the leaf queue 
corresponding to the egress connection being 
deleted with the current tail pointer of the se- 
lected root queue; 

when the head pointer of the leaf queue corre- 
sponding to the egress connection being delet- 
ed matches the current tail pointer of the select- 
ed root queue and a cell in the cell buffer cor- 
responding to the current tail pointer has been 
processed by the leaf queue corresponding to 
the egress connection being deleted, deleting 
the egress connection; and 

decrementing fan out of the selected multicast 
transmission. 

18. The method of claim 17 further comprises, when 
one of: the head pointer of the leaf queue corre- 
sponding to the egress connection being deleted 
does not match the current tail pointer of the select- 
ed root queue, and when the head pointer of the 
leaf queue corresponding to the egress connection 
being deleted matches the current tail pointer of the 
selected root queue and the cell in the cell buffer 
corresponding to the current tail pointer has not 
been processed by the leaf queue corresponding to 
the egress connection being deleted: 

setting a delete active indication; 

copying the current tail pointer to a terminal cell 
buffer identifier; and 

providing cells from the selected root queue to 
the egress connection being deleted until the 
terminal cell buffer identifier is reached and a 
final cell corresponding to the terminal cell buff- 
er identifier is provided to the egress connec- 
tion being deleted. 

19. The method of claim 11, wherein at least one of the 
plurality of egress connections of at least one of the 
plurality of multicast transmissions is a test access 
connection (TAC) that provides cells to a destination 
end system (DES). 

20. A queue management module comprises: 

a processing module; and 



12 



£P 1 119 136 



Page 13 of 28 




23 EP 1119 136 A2 24 



memory operably coupled to the processing 
module, wherein the memory includes opera- 
tional instructions that cause the processing 
module to: 

5 

queue a cell that is received in a next avail- 
able cell buffer of a root queue associated 
with a multicast transmission; 
determine whether a predetermined 
number of leaf queues of a plurality of leaf *o 
queues associated with the multicast 
transmission are empty when the queuing 
of the cell commences; 
when there are at least the predetermined 
number of the leaf queues that are empty *5 
when the queuing of the cell commences, 
queue the leaf queues that are empty into 
an update queue; and 
update at least some of the leaf queues 
that are empty with a head pointer corre- 20 
spending to the cell in the root queue, 
wherein the updating is performed based 
on dequeuing of the leaf queues from the 
update queue subsequent to the queuing 
of the cell. 25 

21. The queue management module of claim 20, 
wherein the memory further comprises operational 
instructions that cause the processing module to 
perform the queuing of the leaf queues that are 30 
empty into the update queue by appending a seg- 
ment to the update queue, wherein the segment is 
generated in a segment queue that stores identity 

of empty leaf queues, wherein the update queue is 
associated with a plurality of multicast transmis- 35 
sions. 

22. The queue management module of claim 20, 
wherein the memory further comprises operational 
instructions that cause the processing module to, *o 
when there are less than the predetermined number 

of leaf queues that are empty when the queuing of 
the cell commences, update the leaf queues that 
are empty during queuing of the cell. 

45 

23. The queue management module of claim 20, 
wherein the memory further comprises operational 
instructions that cause the processing module to 
update a leaf queue such that updating includes up- 
dating leaf queue context information that includes 50 
a leaf head pointer and a leaf queue empty indica- 
tor. 

24. The queue management module of claim 20, 
wherein the memory further comprises operational 55 
instructions that cause the processing module to 
update the at least some of the leaf queues that are 
empty during a root queue service vacancy interval. 



25. The queue management module of claim 20, 
wherein the memory further comprises operational 
instructions that cause the processing module to: 

retrieve the next available cell buffer from a free 
list, wherein the free list stores available cell 
buffers; and 

update the free list to reflect usage of the next 
available cell buffer. 

26. The queue management module of claim 20, 
wherein the memory further comprises operational 
instructions that cause the processing module to 
queue the cell into the next available cell buffer such 
that queuing the cell includes updating cell buffer 
context information that includes a next cell pointer 
and a copy count, wherein the copy count identifies 
a number of destinations that have yet to read the 
cell from a corresponding cell buffer of the root 
queue. 

27. The queue management module of claim 26, 
wherein the memory further comprises operational 
instructions that cause the processing module to: 

provide the cell from the root queue to an 

egress connection associated with a selected 

leaf queue of the leaf queues; 

decrement the copy count; 

update a head pointer of the selected leaf 

queue; and 

when the copy count reaches a terminal count 
value, dequeue the cell from the root queue. 

28. The queue management module of claim 27, 
wherein the memory further comprises operational 
instructions that cause the processing module to 
update the head pointer of the selected leaf queue 
such that updating the head pointer includes: 

determining if the head pointer of the selected 
leaf queue indicates, based on present state of 
the root queue, that the selected leaf queue is 
empty; and 

when the selected leaf queue is empty, adding 
identity of the selected leaf queue to the seg- 
ment queue. 

29. A queue management module comprises: 

a processing module; and 

memory operably coupled to the processing 
module, wherein the memory includes opera- 
tional Instructions that cause the processing 
module to perform the functions of: 

(a) queuing cells received via ingress con- 
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nections corresponding to a plurality of 
multicast transmissions in a plurality of root 
queues, wherein each of the plurality of 
multicast transmissions includes an in- 
gress connection and a plurality of egress 
connections, wherein each of the plurality 
of root queues is associated with a corre- 
sponding one of the plurality of multicast 
transmissions; 

(b) when a selected cell of the cells is 
queued in a selected root queue of the plu- 
rality of root queues corresponding to a se- 
lected multicast transmission of the plural- 
ity of multicast transmissions, determining 
whether a selected segment queue of a 
plurality of segment queues is non-empty, 
wherein each of the plurality of segment 
queues is associated with a corresponding 
one of the plurality of multicast transmis- 
sions, wherein the selected segment 
queue corresponds to the selected multi- 
cast transmission, wherein the selected 
segment queue stores indications of empty 
leaf queues corresponding to the selected 
multicast transmission, wherein leaf 
queues corresponding to the selected mul- 
ticast transmission control transmission of 
cells on egress connections for the select- 
ed multicast transmission; and 

(c) when the selected segment queue is 
non-empty, appending entries in the se- 
lected segment queue to an update queue 
as a segment, wherein the update queue 
is used to activate the empty leaf queues, 
wherein activating the empty leaf queues 
includes updating a leaf head pointer in 
each of the empty leaf queues to reflect 
presence of the selected cell in the select- 
ed root queue. 

30. The queue management module of claim 29, 
wherein the memory further comprises operational 
instructions that cause the processing module to 
perform the functions of: 

determining when a leaf queue of the plurality 
of leaf queues is empty; and 

when the leaf queue is empty, adding identify 
of the leaf queue to a corresponding one of the 
segment queues. 

31. The queue management module of claim 29, 
wherein the memory further comprises operational 
instructions that cause the processing module to 
perform function (c) such that function (c) further 
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comprises: 

determining if a number of empty leaf queues 
identified in the selected segment queue is less 
than a predetermined number; 
when the number of empty leaf queues identi- 
fied in the selected segment queue is not less 
than the predetermined number, appending en- 
tries in the selected segment queue to the up- 
date queue as a segment; and 
when the number of empty leaf queues identi- 
fied in the selected segment queue is less than 
the predetermined number, activating the emp- 
ty leaf queues as the selected cell is queued in 
the selected root queue. 

32. The queue management module of claim 29, 
wherein the memory further comprises operational 
instructions that cause the processing module to 
perform the function of queuing the cells in the plu- 
rality of root queues such that queuing the cells fur- 
ther comprises, for each cell: 

retrieving an available cell buffer from a free list, 
wherein each root queue of the plurality of root 
queues has a corresponding free list; 
storing the cell in the available cell buffer; and 
updating the free list to reflect usage of the 
available cell buffer. 

33. The queue management module of claim 29, 
wherein the memory further comprises operational 
instructions that cause the processing module to 
perform the functions of: 

providing the selected cell to one of the leaf 
queues corresponding to the selected multicast 
transmission; 

decrementing a copy count corresponding to 
the selected cell as stored in the selected root 
queue; 

updating the leaf head pointer of the one of the 
leaf queues corresponding to the selected mul- 
ticast transmission; and 
when the copy count equals a terminal count: 

dequeuing the selected cell from the se- 
lected root queue; and 
updating a head pointer of the root queue. 

34. The queue management module of claim 29, 
wherein the memory further comprises operational 
instructions that cause the processing module to 
perform the functions of: 

when a new egress connection is added to the 
selected multicast transmission: 

when the selected segment queue is non-emp- 
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ty, appending identity of a leaf queue associat- 
ed with the new egress connection to the se- 
lected segment queue; 

when the selected segment queue is empty, ac- 5 
tivating the selected segment queue via an ac- 
tive indicator and appending identity of a leaf 
queue associated with the new egress connec- 
tion to the selected segment queue; and 

10 

incrementing fan out associated with the corre- 
sponding root queue. 

35. The queue management module of claim 29, 
wherein the memory further comprises operational 1 s 
instructions that cause the processing module to 
perform the functions of: 

when an egress connection of the plurality of 
egress connections is being deleted from the se- 
lected multicast transmission: 20 

flagging a current tail pointer of the selected 
root queue; 



setting a delete active indication; 

copying the current tail pointer to a terminal cell 
buffer identifier; and 

providing cells from the selected root queue to 
the egress connection being deleted until the 
terminal cell buffer Identifier is reached and a 
final cell corresponding to the terminal cell buff- 
er identifier is provided to the egress connec- 
tion being deleted. 

37. A method for cell buffering in a logical multicast 
transmission, comprising: 

storing received cells for the logical multicast 
transmission in a root queue corresponding to 
the logical multicast transmission, wherein the 
logical multicast transmission includes a plural- 
ity of virtual connections corresponding to a 
plurality of destinations, wherein more than one 
of the plurality of virtual connections are sup- 
ported by a single port within a source; and 



comparing the head pointer of the leaf queue 25 
corresponding to the egress connection being 
deleted with the current tail pointer of the se- 
lected root queue; 

when the head pointer of the leaf queue corre- 30 
sponding to the egress connection being delet- 
ed matches the current tail pointer of the select- 
ed root queue and a cell in the cell buffer cor- 
responding to the current tail pointer has been 
processed by the leaf queue corresponding to 35 
the egress connection being deleted, deleting 
the egress connection; and 

decrementing fan out of the selected multicast 
transmission. 40 

36. The queue management module of claim 35, 
wherein the memory further comprises operational 
instructions that cause the processing module to 
perform the functions of: 45 

when one of: the head pointer of the leaf queue 
corresponding to the egress connection being 
deleted does not match the current tail pointer 
of the selected root queue, and when the head so 
pointer of the leaf queue corresponding to the 
egress connection being deleted matches the 
current tail pointer of the selected root queue 
and the cell in the cell buffer corresponding to 
the current tail pointer has not been processed 55 
by the leaf queue corresponding to the egress 
connection being deleted: 



dequeuing cells from the root queue to each of 
the plurality of virtual connections using a plu- 
rality of leaf queues, wherein each of the plu- 
rality of leaf queues corresponds to one of the 
plurality of virtual connections, wherein, when 
non-empty, each leaf queue stores a pointer to 
a cell buffer in the root queue corresponding to 
a next cell to be transmitted by the virtual con- 
nection corresponding to the leaf queue. 

38. The method of claim 37 further comprises: 

when a leaf queue has transmitted all cells cur- 
rently stored in the root queue, queuing identity 
of the leaf queue in a segment queue; 

when additional cells are received and queued 
in the root queue, appending identities of leaf 
queues stored in the segment queue into an up- 
date queue as a segment; and 

activating each of the leaf queues included in 
the update queue such that the additional cells 
are dequeued using the leaf queues which are 
activated. 
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